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VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE COMMUNITY PROJECT  
IN TOM'S OF MAINE “50 STATES FOR GOOD”™ PROGRAM  

LET’S GET SOME GOODNESS GOING ON!™ IN YOUR HOMETOWN AND HELP DECIDE 
WHICH FIVE ORGANIZATIONS WILL SHARE A $100,000 SPONSORSHIP FUND    

KENNEBUNK, Maine, August 4, 2010 – Tom’s of Maine is asking for the public’s vote to determine five 

non-profit organizations that will each receive $20,000 through its “50 States for Good” initiative. This 

year, the “50 States for Good” program drew submissions from every state with a special focus on non-

profits that need volunteers to help get important projects started in their community or to broaden their 

reach. These projects can be found at www.50statesforgood.com, where voting runs today through 

September 10. 

With the intention of featuring 40 finalists in celebration of the company’s 40th anniversary, Tom’s of 

Maine actually found itself with a tie after the independent judging process; so, 41 community projects 

have been selected as finalists.  

 “At Tom’s of Maine, we passionately believe in volunteerism and this year we’re not only recognizing 

important projects around the country, but also celebrating volunteers, who are the true catalysts for 

change,” said Susan Dewhirst, goodness programs manager at Tom’s of Maine. “The impact of just 

one volunteer can be so powerful and there are so many opportunities to get involved around the 

country. It could be with one of our finalists or any other non-profit.”  

To help engage the public in service and provide the tools needed, Tom’s of Maine has partnered with 

VolunteerMatch, the Web's most popular volunteering network, to make it easy to search and sign up 

for volunteer opportunities with non-profit organizations based on location and personal interest. At  

http://tomsofmaine.volunteermatch.org/ volunteers can also track their hours and share their stories to 

inspire others to volunteer.  

 



Applications to the “50 States for Good” program were narrowed down to the 41 finalists by a panel of 

judges based on the organization’s use of community volunteers (50%), project achievability (25%) and 

positive impact on the community (25%). The judging panel was composed of key leaders in the non-

profit and goodness community including: Connie Chan with Yahoo! for Good, Beth Kanter, co-author 

of “Networked Nonprofit”, Greg Price with VolunteerMatch, Sam Davidson with Cool People Care and 

Robert Egger with DC Central Kitchen. 

Voting concludes on September 10 and winners will be announced in early October. The five winning 

organizations will each receive $20,000 and a commitment from Tom’s of Maine and VolunteerMatch to 

help recruit volunteers for the project.  

Also, Tom’s of Maine and Network for Good will be giving away 40 $100 Good Cards®, a gift card for 

charity that can be redeemed as a donation to more than 1.2 million organizations through the Network 

for Good website at www.networkforgood.org/goodcard. Network for Good is a non-profit that makes it 

easy for donors to support any charity, anywhere online and that helps other non-profits become better 

online fundraisers.  For a chance to donate to your favorite non-profit, visit www.tomsofmaine.com for 

details beginning August 23.   

 

Tom’s of Maine is a longtime supporter of community involvement programs including clean waterways 

and greater access to affordable dental care, among many other programs. In addition, the company 

donates 10% of its profits back to the community and offers employees 5% paid time off, up to 12 days 

a year, to volunteer in their local community.  

   
 

The Top 41 Finalists 

• Alice Ferguson Foundation Accokeek, MD 

• Milwaukee Riverkeeper Milwaukee, WI 

• KidsKorps Solana Beach, CA 

• New Jersey Tree Foundation Trenton, NJ 

• Rotary First Harvest Seattle, WA 

• HandsOn Frederick County Frederick, MD 

• Green Schools Mansfield, MA 

• Stop the Violence Kern County, CA 

• Kappa Delta Pi  Educational Foundation Indianapolis, IN 

• Charles River Conservancy Cambridge, MA 

• New York City Trout Unlimited Chapter Weston, CT 

• Philadelphia Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) Philadelphia, PA 

• Self-Sustaining Communities El Cerrito, CA 



• Oregon Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation Portland, OR 

• Sierra Bounty Mammoth Lakes, CA 

• RI Disaster Animal Response Team Providence, RI 

• Johnson Creek Watershed Council Milwaukie, OR 

• Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council Providence, RI 

• Impact Alabama: A Student Service Initiative Birmingham, AL 

• Yoknapatawpha Arts Council Oxford, MS 

• Youth Enrichment Services West Islip, NY 

• Teen Action and Support Center Rogers, AR 

• Sunday's Child Foundation Kamuela, HI 

• Palmetto Animal League Bluffton, SC 

• United Community Centers Brooklyn, NY 

• South Branch Watershed Association Flemington, NJ 

• Center for ReSource Conservation Boulder, CO 

• Riverview Economic Development Association St. Paul, MN 

• Friends of Van Cortlandt Park Bronx, NY 

• Puget Soundkeeper Alliance Seattle, WA 

• Arizona Homegrown Solutions Phoenix, AZ 

• Eat's Foundation Seguin, TX 

• Jay M. Robinson High Schools Concord, NC 

• Bloomington Community Orchard Bloomington, IN 

• Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper Atlanta, GA 

• The Centennial Farm Foundation Costa Mesa, CA 

• Georgia Center for Child Advocacy Atlanta, GA 

• St. Leo Food Connection Tacoma, WA 

• Eat,  Learn Live (ELL) Geneva, IL 

• Rock the Earth Denver, CO 

• The Society for the Prevention of Teen Suicide Trenton, NJ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

About Tom's of Maine  

Tom's of Maine is a leading natural products company focused on oral and personal care.  Tom's of 

Maine sells high quality toothpaste, mouth wash, dental floss, deodorant, bar soap, and body wash 

products. The company has a long-standing commitment to supporting people, communities and the 

living planet.  For 40 years, Tom's of Maine has sponsored hundreds of nonprofit efforts by giving 10% 

of its profits back to the community and encouraging employees to use 5% (12 days) of employee time 

to volunteer.  Tom's of Maine employees regularly contribute suggestions for improving the company's 



high sustainability standards. And their ideas, from wind power to ways to improve recycled and 

recyclable packaging options, are critical to the company's sensitive way of doing business. Tom's of 

Maine enjoys partnering with its consumers, vendors and many community organizations to support 

lasting, positive change that is good for the earth and us all. Visit us online at www.tomsofmaine.com. 
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